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for External Speakers
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1. Summary

1.1
This Policy was adopted by the University of Cumbria Students’ Union Leadership Team in April 2015. The policy and its related procedures should be reviewed annually to ensure relevance and compliance.
1.2
The University of Cumbria Students’ Union is committed to providing a forum that facilitates Freedom of Speech while providing a safe space for our students and the public. We support events that contribute to the development of students while requesting that all speakers and attendees are respectful of the beliefs and opinions of others. This includes the laws that protect individuals and groups from intimidation, discrimination and harassment. 
1.3
The University of Cumbria Students’ Union is a registered charity. Regulation by the Charity Commission places legal responsibility on our Trustee Board to ensure no activities are undertaken by the Students’ Union that might place the charity’s endowments, funds, assets or reputation at risk.  Activities include those organised by the Students’ Union, elected officers, Panel members, affiliated groups, registered volunteers and approved volunteer projects/groups and student academic reps. The Students’ Union issues the following Policy to ensure any activity involving external speakers take place within the confines of the law. 

1.4
The University of Cumbria Students’ Union’s ‘Platform Policy’ should be taken into consideration when researching external speakers. 

2. Individuals or Groups to which this Policy applies
2.1
External speakers refer to any individual or organisation who is not a student or staff member of the University of Cumbria or the University of Cumbria Students’ Union. This includes any individual who is a student or staff member from another institution or Students’ Union. Statutory bodies or Government Authorities (such as the Police, Fire Service) are excluded from this policy as they have an obvious duty and purpose to their attendance. 
2.2
External speaker events include;


- Any event organised by an affiliated student group, officers, reps, volunteers or where UCSU resources are deployed in support of an event (if not covered by the above)

- Any event organised by the above groups held off campus or in another country


- Any event organised by the above groups where external speakers are streamed live into an event or a pre-recorded film is shown

3. Principles 
3.1
The University of Cumbria Students’ Union welcomes the development of students’ ideas through the provision of external speakers, but understands the freedom to express views can sometimes be tempered by the need to secure freedom from harm for students and communities.  Where there is a potential for these rights to come into conflict in relation to external speakers, we are committed to a collaboration that will allow us to reach sound, evidenced judgements about the organisation or person in question.

3.2
All speakers will be made aware of their responsibility and sign an agreement to abide by the law, the policies of University of Cumbria Students’ Union and the policies of the University of Cumbria, including that;

· They must not incite hatred, violence or call for the breaking of the law

· They are not permitted to encourage, glorify or promote any acts of terrorism including individuals, groups or organisations that support such acts

· They must not spread hatred or intolerance in the community and thus aid in disrupting social and community harmony

· Within a framework of positive debate and challenge they must seek to avoid insulting other faiths or groups

· External organisations or groups are not permitted to raise or gather funds without the express permission of the Trustees

3.3
All speakers will be made aware that this policy aligns with the University’s policies and that information may be shared 

3.4
The Leader of the organising Group or Project is responsible for the activities that take place within their events.  Any breach of the University of Cumbria Students’ Union policy and procedures may result in disciplinary or further action being taken. 

3.5
The University of Cumbria Students’ Union has the right to refuse events organised by individuals and groups who threaten the safe environment of our members. 

