UCSU Institute of Education, Arts & Society Forum
 2nd December 2024, 12:00-13:00

In attendance:
Chair, Sima Fatemipour – Academic Officer
Notetaker, Katia Riley – Operations Manager
9 Class Reps representing
BA (Hons) Film and TV
BA (Hons) Fine Art
BA (Hons) Illustration
BA (Hons) Primary Education: Inclusion with SEND with QTS (5-11 Years)
BA (Hons) Wildlife Media

Assessments
· Arts students are generally happy and feel assessments are well-spaced. They report that tutors are receptive, and extra time is allowed if needed. Fine Art have regular check ins and assessments are spaced 8 weeks apart. Illustration appreciate weekly feedback all the way to the deadline, in person, in small groups.
· Learning objectives are clear and tutors review with students to keep them on track.
· Students report that they feel very clear what needs to be done.
· Students understand the purpose of assessments and feel that semester 1 focuses on theory and then moves on to application.
· Arts students like regular set ups for the gallery
· Arts students think assessments are fair and students get a feel for what is being judged. This is also true for Wildlife Media.
Timetabling
· Classes can be a bit long (4 hours) and can run over so that some people miss out on feedback. Crits take longer than normal lectures.
· Fine Art and Wildlife Media get 40 minutes break and discussion time in lectures.
· Illustration runs over by no more than 20 minutes.

Classrooms
· The studio space is perfect for Illustration and Art - there is space for everyone.
· Some behaviour issues were reported in Wildlife but these were resolved so that there was no disruption to learning.
· All students are encouraged to speak up during activities.
· Wildlife Media found that there are some issues with students talking at inappropriate times during the lecture, which can particularly affect neurodivergent students. This has been difficult to resolve in cultural contexts as lecturers frequently change.
Resources
· Students feel there is a lack of technician support – for example, Kenny is always busy and students need to book at least three weeks in advance.
· Adobe software access was raised. As students have to be on campus to access it they have to stay on campus later, leaving after dark. If students are unwell they cannot do Uni work at home. Wildlife Media noted this affected them as well.
Becoming & Being a Class Rep
· Class Reps felt they were told very little about being a Class Rep and only found out more after either being nominated or agreeing to take on the role. One Class Rep stated they were sent around to talk to other students to seek permission to be a rep.
· All agreed that being shown an introductory video would be helpful.
· Not all Class Reps attended the Art Student Staff Forum. Some did not receive the invite and others thought it was online so tried unsuccessfully to attend that way.
· Class Reps felt their training was relevant and did explain role quite well. All agreed more visuals would help. One rep can’t find it on Blackboard, but others all agreed it was useful in personal development.

Any other business - satisfaction
· Most students are happy with their experience.
· Illustration level 5 reported feeling more embedded this semester.
· Fine Art commented on sense of community in studio and that this acted as a supportive system.


